
EXPLORING OUR SOLAR SYSTEM: Mars Rovers

Mission Control
NASA scientists, engineers, and other professionals work as mission 
control staff to support a variety of NASA missions.

Mission control staff members are critical to 
ensuring the success of a space mission. They 
coordinate the launch, flight, and landing of 
missions involving spacecraft, satellites, space 
telescopes, and rovers. They also communicate 
new discoveries to the public and maintain the 
special equipment needed to support missions. 
NASA staff working in mission control are 
responsible for the safety and success of 
space missions, and team members with skills in 
science, project management, and engineering 
all make important contributions.

A space roboticist works with her team to drive the 
Curiosity rover across the surface of Mars.

Many different team 
members work together in 
mission control to support  
a variety of NASA missions.

LEARN MORE:
jpl.nasa.gov/edu/
news/2011/8/23/a-day-in-the-
life-of-a-mars-rover-driver/


