
Welcome!  Today’s presenters are:
• Nich Weller, Arizona State University
• Cathy Dyer, Leslie Science & Nature Center
• Dave Laubenthal, Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
• Paul Martin, Arizona State University

As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please: 
• Update your display name: Include your first and last names and your institution
• Introduce yourself! Type your name and institution into the Chat Box 
• Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Chat Box at any time throughout the online 

workshop or use the raise your hand function in the participants list and we’ll unmute your 
microphone

All online workshops are recorded and archived online: 
http://www.nisenet.org/event-type/online-workshop

NISE Network Online Workshop
Sustainability and Museum Operations: Practices, 
Partnerships, and Resources to Help Your Organization 
Become More Sustainable
February 25, 2020

http://www.nisenet.org/event-type/online-workshop


Working Together to Create                           
a Sustainable Future



Agenda
1. Program overview 
2. Sustainability and museums: Partnerships and 

operations
3. Programs and partnerships for sustainability at the 

Leslie Science & Nature Center and OMSI
4. NISE Network sustainability programs and activities



NISE Network Sustainability Initiative 

Purpose: Support museums and similar cultural 
organizations in their efforts to integrate sustainability 
into their program and operations.

Approach: Provide professional development and 
resources that share and develop sustainability science 
and practice.

Strategic outcome: Leverage the power of museums 
around the world to help millions of people understand 
the social, environmental and economic impact of human 
behavior on the planet’s future. 



NISE Network Sustainability Initiative 

Professional development: Fellowship program, online 
workshops, and online resources 

Public programs: New programs in a variety of formats to 
complement the existing sustainABLE kit of hands-on 
activities

http://www.nisenet.org/sustainability

http://www.nisenet.org/sustainability


Workshop Series

Aim: Support Network partners in engaging staff, 
visitors, and communities in creating a sustainable 
future. 

Today’s workshop:
• Partnerships and practices for sustainability

Upcoming workshops:
• Sustainability and Museum Visitors:
– Tuesday, March 3, 2020; 2-3pm Eastern/11am-12pm 

Pacific.



What is Sustainability?



Sustainability “meets  the  needs   of  the present     
without  compromising  the  ability  
of  future  generations  to  meet  
their  own  needs”

United Nations. Our common future, Brundtland Report, (1987).



Sustainability “meets  the  needs of  the present
without  compromising  the  ability  
of  future generations  to  meet  
their  own  needs”

United Nations. Our common future, Brundtland Report, (1987).

Needs – include food, 
water, shelter, work, 
happiness, and 
respect.

Present – people all over the 
world have needs that are 
equally important and must 
be met.

Future – people in the 
future will also have needs. 
How will our actions affect 
them?



United Nations Sustainable Development Goals



Education 
for Sustainability “cultivates  individual  and  collective  

potential … to  increase  the  possibility  that  
humans  and  other  life  can  flourish  on  
Earth  now  and  into  the   future  ”

Cloud, ed. Education for a sustainable future: Benchmarks for individual and social learning,
Journal of Sustainability Education, (2017).



Education 
for Sustainability “cultivates individual  and collective  

potential … to  increase  the  possibility  that  
humans  and  other  life  can  flourish  on  
Earth  now  and  into  the   future ”

Cloud, ed. Education for a sustainable future: Benchmarks for individual and social learning,
Journal of Sustainability Education, (2017).

Individual –
empowering learners

Collective –
connecting with 
our communities

Future – making a 
difference as an 
organization



Sustainability means healthy people, communities, and 
environments, now and in the future. 



Whole Institution Approach

Education 
for 

sustainability

Governance, 
policy, and 

capacity 
building

Education 
and learning

Community 
partnerships 

and 
relationships

Facilities and 
operations



Sustainable Practices

• Purchasing, retail policies

• Redesign activities for re-use

• Create a sustainability team

• Long-term sustainability planning

• Composting and recycling

• Waste, energy, or water audits

• Sustainability improvements during renovations

• Sustainability training for staff
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Partnerships for Sustainability

• Build local sustainability coalitions

• Share resources, expertise for sustainability-related 
programs

• Contribute to broader community-wide efforts



POLL 

What does your organization do behind the 
scenes to be more sustainable?

Exhibit re-use
Composting 
Recycling
Renewable energy
Water conservation
Partner with other orgs
Other
We’re still planning!



Cathy Dyer
Leslie Science & 
Nature Center
Ann Arbor, Michigan



Project Goals

Members of the community appreciate and care for the 
unique wetlands and forests within our watershed. 

Develop partnerships with local organizations:
Natural Area Preservation (NAP), Huron River Watershed Council (HRWC), Rain 
Gardens Washtenaw County, Legacy Land Conservancy, Rudolph Steiner High 
School



• Meet a Salamander 
• Hike to forest, pond, wet 

prairie view,)
• Your water address and using 

hands on map of St Lawrence 
system Follow a drop of water 
from A2 to the ocean.

• Wetland in a pan- small groups
• Share Stories about exploring 

wetlands
• Opportunities to Help (NAP, 

HRWC, Rain Gardens 
Washtenaw, Legacy Land 
Conservancy)

Project Activities



Expected Outcomes

OBJECTIVES
Participants will…
• figure out and write down their water 

address.
• demonstrate the importance of 

wetlands in the Traver Creek and St. 
Lawrence Watersheds.

• understand the role of forests and 
wetlands in watershed locally and 
regionally via a hands on map. 
Experience a first-hand connection 
with local wetlands and with ways to 
take care of these areas.

• be able to explain why Southeast 
Michigan has a unique ecological 
role. 



Other Sustainability Practices

• Committee to research 
recruitment and 
retention strategies for 
increasing diversity of 
staff

• Composting and 
recycling

• Participating 
organization in A2 
Climate Zero

• Partnership with a local 
artists’ exhibit on 
climate change at our 
hands on museum

• Quality education-land 
and water, STEM, zero 
waste events



Dave Laubenthal Creative Director

OMSI Portland, OR



Project:
Green Exhibits
Checklist
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Project:
Decision Making 
Framework for:
Exhibits (EOL)
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Example text: 
Built a worm composting 
bin to use with summer 
camps and for guests

[photos]

Project: Strategic Planning and Visioning
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Thank You!



Resources
NISE Network sustainability initiative: http://www.nisenet.org/sustainability

NISE Network sustainability public programs: https://www.nisenet.org/sustainable-futures

NISE Network selection of Earth Day resources: https://www.nisenet.org/earth50

Association of Zoos & Aquariums Green Guides: 
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2332/aza_green_guide_volume_1.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2332/aza_green_guide_volume_2.pdf

http://www.nisenet.org/sustainability
https://www.nisenet.org/sustainable-futures
https://www.nisenet.org/earth50
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2332/aza_green_guide_volume_1.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2332/aza_green_guide_volume_2.pdf


Planning Sustainability Efforts

https://www.nisenet.org/sites/default/files/catalog/uploads/conversation_training_guide.pdf

1. Sustainability vision and goals
2. Current programs and efforts
3. Limitations and challenges
4. Broadening impact



Planning Sustainability Efforts

https://www.nisenet.org/sites/default/files/catalog/uploads/planning_table_training_guide_and_worksheet.docx

Operations Programs & Exhibits Capacity Building & Policy Community Partnerships

Well 
established 
program or 

practice

Efforts that 
could be 

improved or 
are under 

development

Ideas for future 
efforts



This three-part series of online workshops is aimed at supporting 
Network partners in engaging their staff, visitors and communities in 
creating a sustainable future. Participants will also learn about new 
NISE Network public programming resources for use in your Earth Day 
2020 offerings and beyond. 

Sustainability in Museums Around the World: Working Together to 
Create a Sustainable Future (Recorded Session)

Sustainability and Museum Visitors: Exhibits, Programs, and Other 
Ways to Engage the Public
Tuesday, March 3
2-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Sustainability Workshop Series

Sign up for the upcoming online sustainability workshops at: https://www.nisenet.org/events

Check out nisenet.org/earth50 for all your Earth Day resources!

https://www.nisenet.org/events


NISE Network Public Programs

https://www.nisenet.org/sustainable-futures

Games for the Future:
• Silly Sustainability Stories
• Cards for Humanity
• Seeing Sustainability

Survival: A Game Show about 
People, Planet, and Prosperity

https://www.nisenet.org/sustainable-futures


The Rob and Melani Walton Sustainability in Science and 
Technology Museums initiative is supported by the Rob 
and Melani Walton Foundation.


