


SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING POSTER SESSIONS 
A Field Guide for Observers

By carefully observing posters, presenters, and attendees at science and engineering meetings, you can gain valuable insights for informing your own design and presentation strategies.

Sample Observational Queries:

1.   Which posters seem to be attracting a lot of attention and why?
· Are they near the food?
· Graphically appealing?  Colorful?  Big images?  Big bold title?
Do they call attention to themselves from across the room?
· Clear and compelling title - Provocative title?
· Compelling research findings, significant, or unusual? 
· Is the presenter present?  Observe their appearance and attitude.
· Is the presenter actively engaging visitors?
· Is there a lively conversation occurring around the poster, and, if so, is it 
focused on the research being presented? (If not, is the lively conversation 
perhaps blocking people from visiting the poster?)
· Are there handouts, and are people taking them?

2.   Which posters do you find yourself attracted to?
· What matters most - the subject, the lab group, the title, the graphic design, 
your interest in the presenter?
· What design features do you find appealing?  Use of color?  Photos?  Titles? 
Layout?  Density of information?  Details? How much text is too much?
· Would you rather approach a poster and read it yourself, without having to 
engage in conversation, or do you want a quick briefing?  If so, what kind of information do you want from the presenter and how much?
· What makes a presenter seem more approachable?
· Do you like having handouts available?

3.   Which posters do you find most satisfying?
· Which posters seem to have just the right amount of information – not too 
much; not too little?
· How much time do you want to have to spend at a poster in order to get the 
gist of the research question and motivation and results? 
· Do you like posters to tell you a story from A to B?
· What little touches do you find yourself most appreciating?
· Did any of them give you an “ah ha” moment?
· Which make you want to engage in conversation with the presenter?  Why?

4.   What do you most want to get out of your experience at a poster session?
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