


Science Communication 


Every science or engineering research project is designed to make a contribution of some kind.  

      Examples:

· A deeper understanding of ourselves and our world;  
· A solution to a challenge people face; 
· A better way of doing something; 
· A savings of cost, resources, energy, time;
· An opportunity to build a business and create jobs;
· An opening to new possibilities….

A single research project is often one small step in the context of a larger challenge; and that larger challenge is often itself one small step in the context of an even larger challenge.

A research project is best designed with awareness of prior efforts, techniques, approaches, and results.  Designing an innovative approach takes knowledge, experience, creativity, and the willingness to risk failure.  

Whether or not the results of your research project turn out as you expected or hoped, if you have followed the scientific process rigorously, documented your procedures and results, and communicated them clearly, you will have made a meaningful contribution to tackling the overall challenge.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Building good science communication skills will make you a more successful scientist, collaborator, and contributor to your field.
Brief Writing Assignment:  Context & Motivation 

Draft a few sentences introducing your research project.  Your target audience is a group of intelligent college students with no specialized background in your area of research.  Begin by connecting your audience to the larger challenge your project is designed to help address.  Why is a solution needed?  What is distinct about the approach your group is taking?  How does your research project fit into the goals of the group?  How might it help them address the larger challenge?  Why might your reader care about the outcomes of this research?  (It’s OK if you don’t know the answers to these questions yet.  Keep them in mind as you delve into your research over the next few weeks, and do the best you can now.)  Continue on another page if you need more space.
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