
Supersized STEM - All About Planning for Science Festivals

and Big STEM Events

Online Workshop Summary of Resources
July 23, 2024

________________________________________________________________________________________

Online Workshop Presenters

● Ben Wiehe, MIT Museum & Science Festival Alliance in Cambridge, MA, wiehe@mit.edu

● Kaitlin Ehret, Bell Museum in Saint Paul, MN, ehret017@umn.edu

● Dan Schneiderman, Rochester Museum & Science Center (RMSC) in NY,

dschneiderman@rmsc.org

● Joshua Sarver, Center of Science and Industry (COSI) in Columbus, OH, jsarver@cosi.org

Recording of the Online Workshop on Vimeo

● https://vimeo.com/nisenet/bigstem2024

Online Workshop Links to
Rhttps://vimeo.com/nisenet/bigstem2024?share=copyesources Shared During
the Workshop
NISE Network Resources:

● Big STEM Celebrations: https://nisenet.org/big-celebrations

● Calendar of STEM Events throughout the Year: https://nisenet.org/seasons

● Event Planning & Promotional Guides for various STEM Topics:

https://www.nisenet.org/educators

● Workshop Recording - Safety Tips & Reminders for Museums Running Public Events:

https://nisenet.org/catalog/online-workshop-recording-be-prepared-safety-tips-and-re

minders-museums-running-public

● Chemistry Safety Guide:

https://www.nisenet.org/catalog/explore-science-lets-do-chemistry-safety-guide

● Finding Experts for Events: https://www.nisenet.org/working-with-experts

● Community Partnerships Collaboration Guide: https://nisenet.org/collaboration-guide

● Tips Sheets for Guest Speakers & Volunteers: https://nisenet.org/tips-sheets

Presenter Resources

Page 1 of 3

mailto:wiehe@mit.edu
mailto:ehret017@umn.edu
mailto:jsarver@cosi.org
https://vimeo.com/nisenet/bigstem2024?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/nisenet/bigstem2024?share=copy
https://nisenet.org/big-celebrations
https://nisenet.org/seasons
https://www.nisenet.org/educators
https://nisenet.org/catalog/online-workshop-recording-be-prepared-safety-tips-and-reminders-museums-running-public
https://nisenet.org/catalog/online-workshop-recording-be-prepared-safety-tips-and-reminders-museums-running-public
https://www.nisenet.org/catalog/explore-science-lets-do-chemistry-safety-guide
https://www.nisenet.org/working-with-experts
https://nisenet.org/collaboration-guide
https://nisenet.org/tips-sheets


● Ben Wiehe, MIT Museum and the Science Festival Alliance in Cambridge, MA:
○ https://mitmuseum.mit.edu/
○ https://www.sciencefestivals.org/
○ Science in Vivo: https://www.situatedengagement.org/
○ Community of Practice for Public Science Events: https://www.science.events/

■ 2024 Science Events Summit: https://www.science.events/summit
■ Upcoming Meetings: https://www.science.events/soon

● Kaitlin Ehret, The Bell Museum in Saint Paul, MN:
○ https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/
○ Space Fest 2024: https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/space-fest-2024/

● Dan Schneiderman, Rochester Museum & Science Center (RMSC) in Rochester, NY:
○ https://rmsc.org/
○ ROC the Eclipse 2024: https://rmsc.org/festival-lineup/
○ Slides from Presentation

● Joshua Sarver, Center of Science and Industry (COSI) in Columbus, OH:
○ https://cosi.org
○ COSI Science Festival: https://cosiscifest.org/
○ 2024 COSI Science Festival Impact Report:

https://cosi.org/downloads/csf/CSF_ImpactReport_2024_Final-WEB.pdf
Evaluation Resources

● Karen Peterman has an extraordinary depth of experience with evaluation and science
festivals: https://consultwithcatalyst.com/resources/

● Search “Evaluation” on the Science Festival Alliance’s Resources and Toolkits page:
https://www.sciencefestivals.org/resources-toolkits

● Collaboration for Ongoing Visitor Experience Studies (COVES):
https://understandingvisitors.org/

Staying Connected to the NISE Network

● Upcoming NISE Network online workshops: https://www.nisenet.org/events

● Read the monthly newsletter: https://www.nisenet.org/newsletter

● Follow #nisenet on social media: https://www.nisenet.org/social

Support from the National Science Foundation: Nanoscale Informal Science Education Network (#0532536, #0940143), Multi-Site Public

Engagement in Science (#1421179), Increasing Learning and Efficacy about Emerging Technologies (#1516684), ChemAttitudes (#1612482),

Wireless Radio Communications (#2005784), Co-Created Public Engagement with Science (#1811118). Any opinions, findings, and conclusions

or recommendations expressed in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation.

Support from NASA: Space and Earth Informal STEM Education (#NNX16AC67A, #80NSSC18M0061), Moon and Beyond (#80NSSC18K1219),

Build a Mars Habitat (#80NSSC20M0030), SciAct STEM Ecosystems (#), Destination Moon (#80NSSC21M0082), and Engaging Hispanic

Communities. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not

necessarily reflect the view of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

Support from NOAA: Citizen Science, Civics, and Resilient Communities (#NA18SEC0080008)

Support from IMLS: Sustainable Museums (#MG-245910-OMS-20) and How to Smile (#CAGML-246996-OMLS-20).

Support from Rob and Melani Walton Foundation: Sustainability in Science and Technology Museums.

Support from The Kavli Foundation: Changing Brains.

Support from Dana Foundation: Barbara Gill Civic Science Fellowship.

Page 2 of 3

https://mitmuseum.mit.edu/
https://www.sciencefestivals.org/
https://www.situatedengagement.org/
https://www.science.events/
https://www.science.events/summit
https://www.science.events/soon
https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/
https://www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/space-fest-2024/
https://rmsc.org/
https://rmsc.org/festival-lineup/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qR5QJEV6IHV9haakx50FbaXE03KSfYAIvP26p-IBoks/edit?usp=sharing
https://cosi.org/
https://cosiscifest.org/
https://cosi.org/downloads/csf/CSF_ImpactReport_2024_Final-WEB.pdf
https://consultwithcatalyst.com/resources/
https://www.sciencefestivals.org/resources-toolkits
https://understandingvisitors.org/
https://www.nisenet.org/events
https://www.nisenet.org/newsletter
https://www.nisenet.org/social


Developed and distributed by the National Informal STEM Education Network. Copyright 2024, Arizona State University. Published under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike license: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-ncsa/3.0/us/

Page 3 of 3

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-ncsa/3.0/us/

