Nanomedicine Glossary:

Nanometer – A unit of measurement equal to one billionth of a meter.

Nanoparticle – A small piece of matter composed of an individual element or a

compound of elements, typically less than 100 nanometers in diameter. The term

can refer to a wide range of materials, including the particulate matter expelled

as car exhaust. Over the past two decades, engineered nanoparticles have been

manufactured for commercial purposes, typically in order to take advantage of

quantum effects (which are optical, electrical, or structural properties unique to

the nanoscale, exhibited by nanomaterials smaller than around 100nm).

Nanoshell – Small particles, several hundred nanometers in diameter,

manufactured using nanoengineering techniques, made up of a core material

(usually silica) and a coating (usually gold).

Nanotechnology – Our growing ability to understand and manipulate atoms and

molecules to fabricate materials, devices, and systems.

Targeted drug delivery – The ability to precisely direct a pharmaceutical agent

to a desired location in the body, such as particular organs or specific cells.
