NISE Network Online Workshop NISE

America at 250 - Just in time resources you can use at
° ° STEM EDUCATION

science centers and children's museums NETWORK

June 9, 2026

Today’s Presenters:

e Catherine McCarthy, PhD, NISE Network Director, Arizona State University NISE

e Analisa Duran, PhD, Knight Vice President, Science Education, Frost Science,

Miami, FL ONLINE

e Addie Bouck, Program Coordinator, America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission
History Colorado, Denver, CO

WORKSHOPS

Welcome! As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please...
Introduce yourself! Type your name, institution, and location into the Chat Box

Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Chat Box at any time throughout the webinar. A selection of questions from the chat and workshop
registration will be read aloud by moderators for presenters to answer during the Q&A.




See you next time! s94] NISE
Upcoming Online Workshops... ONLINE

WORKSHOPS

Tuesdays; 2pm-3pm Eastern /
11lam-12pm Pacific

July 21st: Practical Approaches to
Immersive Digital Experiences in Museums

August 11th: Ready for Roman - Resources
for Celebrating the Launch of NASA’s
Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope

Learn more and register at nisenet.org/events



Agenda

e Catherine McCarthy, NISE Network
Overview of America at 250 Resources

e Analisa Duran, Frost Science
Celebrating American Innovation Poster Exhibition,
Planetarium Show, and Resources

e Addie Bouck, History Colorado
Moments That Made US Customizable Exhibition Panels



Catherine McCarthy

NISE Network Director
Arizona State University
cmccarthystem@gmail.com



America 250
Semiquincentennial

This historic milestone is an opportunity to
® Pause and reflect on our nation’s past,
e Honor the contributions of all Americans, and
® Look ahead toward the future we want to create
Content
® The 250th anniversary is not just about 1776
and the Revolutionary War
® Itis an opportunity to share all of America’s history, beginning well
before the Declaration of Independence and continuing to today
Timing
e Celebrations will continue well beyond July 4th, 2026
lasting for the next several years

Today we are sharing resources to help
you create experiences and tell the stories you want to share

F iy

Photo by Brandon Mowinkel on Unsplash

Learn more at
nisenet.org/america250




National Initiatives AMERICA

America250 7' ~ (
Nonpartisan federal initiative commissioned by Congress in 2015 / » <
y

e https://america250.org/

State and Territories Commissions

Connect with your state or territory commission
In some states, each county also has a local commission

e https://america250.org/state-and-territory-commissions/

® American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)
https://aaslh.org/programs/250th

(Choose State Commissions in left navigation menu) Alhideliiy




National Initiatives

American Association for
State and Local History (AASLH)

Making History at 250:

The Field Guide for the Semiquincentennial (2021)
e Broad themes:

O

o O O O

Unfinished Revolutions
Power of Place

We the People
American Experiment
Doing History

250th Anniversary Program Handbook (2024)
® Features low-cost program ideas and practical
suggestions specifically geared towards smaller
organizations

THE FIELD GUIDE for the SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

MAKING
HISTORY

250th ANNIVERSARY
PROGRAM
HANDBOOK

AT 250

YOUR GUIDE TO PLANNING
for the U.S. Semiquincentennial

Create a free account to download
https://www.aaslh.org/programs/250th/

Many other resources on this website



National Initiatives

Citizen Science Month

= Final Count
In April SciStarter invited all people in America to ‘— MILLION 4,739,415
embrace their inner scientist, involve every

community, inspire scientific discovery, and A \' s 0 F
imagine a better future. Citizen science is a way

for anyone and everyone to take part in science sc I E N c E
and imagine a better future.

AMERICA
OFFICIAL PARTNER OF '“

Stay Involved All Year »

Goal Reached
April 22!

2.50 Million

https://scistarter.org/citizensciencemonth

scistarter

Science we can do together.



National Initiatives

Science across America

® STAR Net library network is offering a digital map where you and your
visitors can add scientific achievements from your state/territory

® Free physical map and stickers to celebrate local science

e Libraries (and museums who participated in this webinar) can register
to receive free materials here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LC56BF3 -
e . e — American Samoa
® Cohort 2 applications are open - will receive free resources, with only
optional reporting requirements
® https://community.starnetlibraries.org/join-science-across-america-co ===
hort-2-free-resources-and-no-requirements/ Lo i W=

Learn more at
nisenet.org/america250



National Initiatives

COSI American Innovations Kit

https:/Icosi.org/connects/kits/american-innovation-kit.php

Featured in our 2025
workshop

You can see the recording
with a presentation by
Stephen White from COSI
at
nisenet.org/america250



N atio na l | n |t| ative S THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

PBS Film

A FILM BY KEN BURNS, SARAH BOTSTEIN & DAVID SCHMIDT

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Six-part film started airing in November 16, 2025 REVOLUTION i
PBS member stations have KEN BURNS, SARAH BOTSTEIN & DAVID SCHMIDT + 752,

community engagement activities around the film

https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-american-revolution/

Community engagement multi-year effort
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSd6_GcN7ShbSBgD6wMMuQQOFw3DvCAGCeVWQwzA6sZaHNI3tQ /viewform

Education resources
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSe11Gf-9bGsZV_hOEZx5CndAxkCF6NtDPhB3hjQrEiiRkzulg/viewform

Learn more at
nisenet.org/america250



Programming ldeas
Hosting a Wish Wall

In person wish walls
Invite people to contribute to our shared story,
in our local communities.
https://thecivicseason.com/wish-walls

Made By Us has created a detailed host guide

with examples and graphics
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B JyXOlzIEKcg25cEPwtC
iPUIW-Bezg-J iPOcy6Z04/edit?usp=sharing

Wish Wall photo collage courtesy of Made By Us

Digital versions
My Wish for U.S. created Made By Us
https://www.mywishforus.com/

Inspire others with your wish for
the future of the United States.

OnOur250th.org created Made By Us
https://www.onour250th.org/




Programming ldeas

Time capsules - personal or community

e  American Museum of Natural History ArcheOLogy ideas for personal time capsules
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/archaeology/create-your-own-time-capsule2

e Library of Congress advice for community time capsules
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/resources/educational/timecapsule/

Host a Birthday Party

®  Great for even very young children

Photo by Thomas Park on Unsplash

s

Commemorative tree plantings

e National Wildlife Federation Trees for Wildlife Event Planning Guide
https://www.nwf.org/Trees-for-Wildlife/Get-Involved/Request-Trees/Plan-an-Event




Programming ldeas

Making and Creativity '3 H A N DWORK

e Handwork: Celebrating American Craft %é/@m WZ&Z&
National collaboration showcasing the importance of the
handmade and celebrating the diversity of craft that defines America
https://www.handwork2026.org

e Making resources
https://www.nisenet.org/making

DOIT

. i . Cov/ YOURSELF
Sharing local history and personal stories
e Documenting oral histories, collaborating with a local historical society

e StoryCorps DIY advice https://diy.storycorps.org/
e Oral history best practices https://oralhistory.org/best-practices/

Creating a location-based tour with audio and images
e Clio free platform https://theclio.com/
e Clio free mobile app is free in iTunes and Google Play
® Learn more https://theclio.com/about




Programming ldeas

Imagining our Future

® NISE Network Futures thinking activities
https://www.nisenet.org/society

Civics Programs

e iCivics resources https://vision.icivics.org/
: Civic Learning Week resources https://civiclearningweek.org/ EDUCATING FOR

Educating for American Democracy
https://www.educatingforamericandemocracy.org/ A-MERI CAN
e Exploring Civics through Historic Spaces: * D E M O C RACY

A Model for Civic Learning at Museums, Historic Sites,
and Cultural Institutions from the Intrepid Museum

https://intrepidmuseum.org/exploring-civics-through-historic-spaces-model-civic-learning-museums-historic-sites-cultura|

Learn more at
nisenet.org/america250



Analisa Duran, PhD,
Knight Vice President,
Science Education,
Frost Science in Miami, FL
aduran@frostscience.org
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Project Overview

In honor of the semiquincentenial, we are highlighting
250 American scientists, innovators, and engineers in
the fields of marine science, paleontology and natural

history, astronomy, and flight through the following:

Poster exhibit
Passport

Resource guide

Lesson plans for grades 6-12 Celelqrating
J/ American

Planetarium show (4 minutes) |nnovation




Poster Specs

Total number of posters: 25 (24x36)

Total sq. ft.: Approximately 3,440 (sizes vary)

Celebrating
\/ American
= |nnovation




Powered Vessels Sample Poster

American innovation has paved the path of
efficient and powerful ocean-based traveling.

1807 - FIRST COMMERCIALLY
SUCCESSFUL STEAMBOAT,
ROBERT FULTON

Robert Fulton designed and
invented the first commercially
successful steamboat. Although
this steamboat would only traveled
a short distancs, it launched the era
of powered watercraft.

1843 - FIRST PRACTICAL SCREW
PROPELLER, JOHN ERICSSON

John Ericsson, a Swedish American inventor and
mechanical engineer, developed one of the first practical
screw propellers and oversaw the construction of the US.
Navy’s first screw-propelled ship, launched in 1843. The
adoption of the screw propeller marked a major advance
in naval engineering. This technology is still used as the
primary form of high-speed marine propulsion today.

CONNECTING CULTURES:

lynesian INavigation

Celebrating
American
Innovation




Sample lllustrations

Celebrating
\/ American
= |nnovation




Disciplines and Themes
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20 Celeb*ratmg Introduction
American .
Innovation =/« oster

It’s time to celebrate! This year is the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, a milestone known as the
Semiquincentennial or America250.

We are excited to champion the American spirit
of creativity and discovery by highlighting 250
American scientists and innovations. We explore
how American curiosity, collaboration,

and innovation have shaped the way we
understand our world and beyond.

Celebrating
American
Innovation

This exhibit was curated and designed by the Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum FROST #
of Science in Miami, Florida. Learn more at frostscience.org/america250. .SC”ENCE




5 posters

Approx. 220 sq. ft.

Marine Science
Breaking the Surface and Connecting Cultures

From early navigation, mapping, and seafaring technologies to modern tools like Scuba,
submersibles, and remotely operated vehicles, American innovation has pushed the boundaries
of ocean exploration. These technologies can be traced to foundational exploration methods
developed by cultures around the world. Here, we highlight the connections between American

innovation and the rich, global history of ocean exploration.

Sections/Themes

Powered Vessels

Mapping Oceans

Exploring the Dee i

o e o | Celebrating

Ocean Stewardship and Protection \ / Ame rica n
Innovation




Marine Science

Exploring the Deep

Scientific understanding of the deep ocean is supported
by the discoveries of American scientists who identified
marine life and phenomena at extreme depths.

B reaking the Powered Vessels Mapping the Oceans
S f d American innovation has paved the path for American ingenuity has led to efficient and
urrace an

efficient and powerful ocean-based traveling. accurate ocean navigation and mapping.

1845
. 1807 First Map of the Gulf Stream: CONNECTING (1867] (1930]
Co n n ect I n g First Commercially Alpander.Daliny Bache S:-U Sk Discovery of Life Invented Deep Sea Bathysphere:
gu;zer:;;;ﬂlfteambom. : : in the Deep Sea: Frederick Otis Barton Jr.
2 e Louis Frangois ¥ 5

Cultures

From early navigation, mapping, and
seafaring technologies to modern tools

de Pourtales

30

like Scuba, submersibles, and remotely m

operated vehicles, American innovation / =t e f

has pushed the boundaries of ocean First Practical Screw Propeller. ,';‘{[?,‘ffé'%‘é:f Mp;’s,—?q Srhh':arp Evoluti f 97
volution o er Deepness:

exploration John Ericsson

Sonar Technologles:
Harold Eugene "Doc”
Edgerton, Ph.D.

Sylvia Earle, Ph.D.

These technologies can be traced

to foundational exploration methods
developed by cultures around the world.
Here, we highlight the connections
between American innovation and the
rich, global history of ocean exploration.

o

CONNECTING CULTURES
Ancient Polynesia gatior

CONNECTING CULTURES
Free Diving

Ao of Ocaan daptts has existod for
cortunies

Ll opk of Asis have dved t a0
e

tha

Celebrating
American
Innovation s



Marine Science




6 posters
Astronomy FOERR 1

Earthbound Observations to Interstellar Exploration

American space exploration began with observing the cosmos from Earth. Tools such as radio
astronomy observatories, telescopes, and planetariums have allowed us to learn about the
universe safely from the ground. American ingenuity has also driven major advances in how we
explore space by taking humankind to the Moon and the International Space Station, sending
rovers to far away planets, and even taking photos of black holes. Here, we explore the
individuals who contributed to space exploration, with emphasis on innovative tools used from
Earth and beyond.

Sections/Themes

Observing the universe from Earth
Leaving Earth

Public engagement with science

Celebrating
American
Innovation




Astronomy

Earthbound
Observations
to Interstellar
Exploration

American space exploration began with

observing the cosmos from Earth. Tools such
as radio astronomy observatories, telescopes,

and planetariums have allowed us to learn about
the universe safely from the ground. American
ingenuity has also driven major scientific advances
by taking humans into space, sending rovers to far
away planets, and even imaging black holes.

Here, we explore the individuals who contributed
to space exploration, with emphasis on innovative
tools used from Earth and beyond.

»*

Celebrating Discover the American spirit of creativity
American  and discovery by exploring 250 American
Innovation  scientists. engineers, and innovations.

Observing the
Universe from Earth

Ihrough careful observation and the use of

ical tools, early made
discoveries that revealed the structurc and
scale of space.

1847
America’s First Female
Astronomer: Maria Mitchell

1922)
New Discoveries The Harvard «
in Understanding Systemfor °
Stars: Henrietta Classifying Stars:
Swan Leavitt Annie Jump
Cannon, Ph.D.

star-a
t brightans and

e tatin

Drape:
i Acaciemy of Scsonces.

1924}

Understanding our Universe:
Edwin Hubble, Ph.D.

Building the Toolsof
Space Science

The limitations of Earth-bound methods of space exploration
Inspired the design of new tools and technologies to collect clearer,
more precise data from outside our atmosphere, These tools
included advanced telescopes and other instruments built
specifically for space.

Space Telescopes:

Lyman Spitzer, Ph.D.

Mother of Hubble:
Nancy Grace Roman, Ph.D.

1958

Invisible Forces in Space:
James A. Van Allen, Ph.D.

pianats in cu
That space i shaped by

Building the Tools of
Space Science (Continued)

1984

Understanding Extreme Cosmic Events:
Kip S. Thorne, Ph.D., Rainier Weiss, Ph.D.,
and Barrv Barish Ph.| D

dot
Gractlycbserved oravtationsl waves orthe

1993]

First Latina in Space:
Ellen Ochoa, Ph.D.

Merging Blackholes:
Nergis Mavalvala, Ph.D.




Astronomy

Leaving Earth

America is known for many “firsts” in the story of
human space exploration. These historic avents were
made possible by the individuals who contributed to
ground- breaking discoveries and innovations.

1961 ] o
—
First American in Space:
Alan Bartlett Shepard Jr.
Shepher:

Alan Bartiett Shephes

Breaking Barriers: Mae

Innovating Technologies:
Judith Love Cohen

RE MORE

Sharing Science
with the Public

Great science communicators effortlessly bridge the ga
between scientific innovation and the public. These charismatic
individuals have brought awareness, understanding, and
curiosity about the cosmos to America and beyond.

1976

Pioneering Astronomy Education:
Jack Horkheimer

i
@ KEEP LOOKING UP!

1980
Translating Science through
Entertainment: Carl Sagan, Ph.D.

Science
Communication
Continues:

Neil deGrasse

yson EQLD. Diversity in STEM:

Diana Trujillo




5 posters

Aeronautics & Flight 168 sq. ft.

What it Takes to be Airborne

How did we become airborne, and how did flight change the way we experience the world? From
the laws of physics to bold inventions and creative problem-solving, humanity’s path to flight
transformed how we travel, communicate, and connect. Driven in part by the ingenuity and

engineering feats of American scientists, this journey led to a more global and connected society.

Sections/Themes

Understanding motion and forces
Engineering the sky

Making flight a global system

Celebrating
American
Innovation




Aeronautics & Fight

What it Takes
to be Airborne

How did we bacome airborne, and what
feats of physics did we achieve along
the way? Bold inventions and creative
problem solving-rooted in physics and
engineering-have transformed how we
travel, communicate, and connect.

Celebrating pis
American  and b g
Innovation & Nginoers. and Inne

Understanding
Motion and Forces

Long before with

balloons, kites, and gliders, showing that human fhght was possible.

Scientific understanding of motion and forces transformed these
ecarly af P flight. For oy

worked t how forces such as
lift, drag, and air resistance act on flying objects.

1894
Engineering the Plane:
Octave Chanute

Octave Chanse wnshytod and docutmntnd

Exploring the Foundations
Physics: Samuel Langley

Largley conductod eery aowiments

Langley wmaw.mx:ooo
Sot over the Potormes

Understanding
Motion and Forces (Continued)

The First Airplane:
Wilbur and Orville Wright

Advancing Flight:

Charles Wesley Peters

Charles Wesley Paters wis the fest Alroan Avavicen

man 1 detgn, buid, snd Ty an sirplane. He flew for the

(ﬂllmal"v‘lnﬁd-’!l“fnlmﬂww
Tirveing D length of a 00thal feidl Later,

-cnmcmurwm ¥ 4°9ine to he

107 9010 12 Minutes ¥ 8 tne.

Flight Grounded in Science:
Mary W. Jackson and
Christine Darden, Ph.D.

Mary Jackeon and . Christine Darden sdvanced

namic research Laing wind tunnals snd
szl ansysit 10 sTucy weflonm, Doundary s,

3000cH Together, these enginoss ranstomed the
scinnce of higr

d physics,
fawing the way for woenan s STEM.

Engineering to
Take to the Sky

As the thought of humans touching the heavens became
more than just a theory, engineers helped transform flight
Into practical technology.

Innovations to Propel Us Forward:

Glenn Hammond Curtiss

Gl

D iment D 3 £ actical techncengy M Inrovation win

s nd tagianes panced v oed g
wooiyy o

mnw! d\qm ?of U" M'\ll be«r-m Association,

1932

Connecting Continents:
Amelia Earhart

Ameda Earhart, 006 of the most famous

Ananican pior, wid the frst woman 1o
complete 8 ol transatiantic ight. Her
facord beaseng fights halangad born
physeal lemits and so0al expeceations.

1935

Flying for Everyone:
Donald Wills Douglas Sr.
Dok Wity mwm S vt a1 prgnos whome
wr travel sale.
he vaﬂd he commarcial srcralt hwll-on 13
procktng maey vl and mtary Brerafts b dosgned and

arth as

gl bl paenger plare.



Aeronautics & Fight

Engineering to
Take to the Sky

(Continued)

1942

Engineering Feats Continue:
Mary Golda Ross
Mivry Goldia ftions wins the fiest keovwn Nathw
American x‘x-m Nation) wormnan sercspace
orgnae: Dung wvnmupnmuuna
Aircealt Corpontion in Burback, Cabfocnn,

30 Imarcve the. aundhmvhaumm
the US Army A Forces and other miltary

1947

Supersonic Flight: General
Charles 'Chuek' Vugor

States Ar ‘wwnﬁ'vv ’wl'wm o Aeroscecs
Sataty for the Air Force Wspection and Safaty Center. He

W new chagter




4 posters

Human Health 120 sq. ft.

Collaboration in Healthcare

In healthcare, human connection matters at every level: from the relationship between patients
and doctors to the collaborative work behind new treatments, medical equipment, and
discoveries. Across American history, scientists working together have developed vaccines,

improved blood transfusions and transplants, and transformed lives.

Sections/Themes

Patient—Provider Partnerships
Peer Connection & Mutual Support

Community Voice & Experience

Celebrating
American
Innovation




Human Health

Human
Connectionin
Healthcare

In healthcare, human connection
matters at every level: from the
relationship between patients and
doctors to the collaborative work
behind new treatments, medical
equipment, and discoveries.

Across American history, scientists
working together have developed
vaccines, improved blood
transfusions and transplan

and transformed lives.

Celebrating p
American

Innovation

Patient-Provider
Partnerships

Trust in healthcare professionals has shaped
American innovation and discovery, The history

of medicine in America is marked by unique
innovations, discoveries, and groundbreaking
medical milestones rooted in patient-provider trust.

The Father of Cancer Immunotherapy:
William Bradley Coley, M.D.

The First Open Heart Surgery:.
Daniel Hale Williams, M.D.

First Transcontinental Robotic
Telesurgery: Vipul Patel, M.D.

Peer Connection
and Mutual Support

Curiosity leads to innovation-and curiosity can be

amplified by talking to your friends. American ingenuity in
healthcare has long been sparked by friendship and peer
collaboration, and society has greatly benefited from this.

Bifocal Glasses: Banjamin Franklin, D, Hon

Blood Preservation for Transfusions:
Francis Peyton Rous, M.D., and Joseph Turner

s Sicns and Jose worhed togatrae i
sary

mRNA Vaccines:
Katalin “Kati” Kariké, Ph.D.
and Drew Weissman, Ph.D.

Community Voice
and Experiences

American healthcare innovations have been fostered

by relationships between community members and
professionals who work together to make healthcare more
accessible and affordable. These passionate individuals know
that improving healthcare for all means a healthier America.

Laser Cataract Surgery:
Patricia Era Bath, M.D.

Identified HIV/AIDS as a Retrovirus:
William Alan Haseltine, Ph.D.

x. Wilarn Aan AIDS war




4 posters
112 sq. ft.

Paleontology
The Puzzle of Earth’s Past

From uncovering new fossils to developing technologies that deepen our understanding of the
past, the story of natural history is one of exploration and collaboration across centuries.
American innovation has helped identify new frontiers in natural history, paving the way for new

ways of seeing, studying, and rediscovering our planet’s past.

Sections/Themes

Breaking Ground on Discovery

Imagining Earth’s past

How emerging technologies can help us understand past discoveries *
R p Celebrating
¥7 American
Innovation




Paleontology

The Puzzle of
Earth’s Past

From uncovering new fossils to developing
technologies that deepen our understanding
of the past, the story of natural history is one of

exploration and collaboration across centuries.

American innovation has helped identify new
frontiers in natural history, paving the way for
new ways of seeing, studying, and
rediscovering our planet’s past.

Celebrating
American
Innovation

An American Journey
to New Frontiers

The study of paleontology began in the early 19th
century with the work of pioneers in comparative
anatomy, debates about extinction theories,

and fossil hunting expeditions.

Thanks to early American paleontologists,
explorers, geologists, natural historians,
zoologists, anatomists, and more, America
emerged as a leader in the paleontological field.

1804
Established America as a New Frontier:
Thomas Jefferson

The Bone Wars: Edward Drinker Cope
and Othneil Charles Marsh

Imagining Earth’s Past

In the 20th century, American paleontology evolved
from a discipline focused largely on fossil collection
and classification into a more integrative science
centered on understanding how all the pieces fit
together. Spectacular specimens were still being
unearthed but researchers were increasingly
revisiting old discoveries, locking at them with

new tools and theories.

Advancements in geology refined stratigraphic
dating while biochemistry introduced radiocarbon
dating, allowing scientists to more accurately place
fossils in evolutionary contexts.

1908

Novel Methods for Dating Rocks:
Ester Applin, Alva Elliso, and
Hedwig Kniker

Esther Apglin Al and Hodw
publshed

Radiocarbon Dating:
Willard Libby, Ph.D.

e Willard L
v

Using Emerging Technologies
To Understand Past
Discoveries

Coming into the late 20th century, the field of paleontology
was once again transformed thanks to a combination

of theoretical and technological advances from the 1980s
to the present day. These cross-disciplinary breakthroughs
bridged past and present, enabling scientists to

decode secrets hidden for millions of years.

1986
Classifying Dinosaurs:
Jacques Gauthier, Ph.D.

1990
The Mathematician of Shapes:
F. James Rohlf, Ph.D.

Tribal Paleontology:
Benjamin M. Eagle




Optional: Provide opportunities for visitors to engage further with this

Interactive activity guide

Let’s get started! i ol s Bast

Instructions
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How to Credit Frost Science

We will provide an introduction poster which provides and overview of the exhibit and credits

Frost Science.

Option1:
Place the introduction poster at least once alongside poster exhibit.

Option 2:

Include the below copy at least once alongside the poster exhibit.
This exhibit was curated and designed by the Phillip and Patricia
Frost Museum of Science in Miami, Florida. Learn more at

frostscience.org/america250.

Celebrating
American
Innovation




Packages Available

Option 1: Posters as-is

All posters as is along with additional assets. This includes:

1 Introduction poster (24x36)
24 content posters (24x36)

Suite of logos and illustrations

Option 2: Graphics and Assets to Build-your-own

All poster exhibit assets for teams to use however. Organizations may resize or edit assets as

needed. This includes the .ai working files of the poster assets.

Celebrating
American
Innovation
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250 American Scientists and Innovators

Resource guides are on our webpage and are organized by:

All 250 individuals
Discipline

Timelines

1. Timothy Folger (1768)

Timothy Folger, a cousin of Benjamin Franklin, was a hydrographer and
captain of a merchant ship. Drawing on his years of whaling experience,
Folger helped Franklin chart the Gulf Stream in 1768, work that
contributed to the first scientific study of the ocean current in 1775.

2. Robert Fulton (1807)

Robert Fulton was an inventor and engineer best known for developing
the first successful commercial steamboat service in 1807. His
achievement helped launch the era of powered watercraft, reducing
dependence on wind-driven water transport.

3. Lieutenant Charles Wilkes (1838)

Lieutenant Charles Wilkes was a naval officer in command of the
exploratory expedition that discovered the part of Antarctica now known
as Wilkes Land. Wilkes' explorations proved Antarctica was a continent,
shaping the way we understand Earth’s geography.

4. John Ericsson (1843)

John Ericsson, a Swedish American inventor and mechanical engineer,
developed one of the first practical screw propellers and oversaw the
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Grades 6-12

StarS Of SCience Considerations for
grades K-5

Students will play a game exploring American scientists, engineers, and innovators and their
landmark discoveries or inventions. They will then delve deeper into the work of an innovator of
their choice to see how their work has influenced discoveries and inventions around the world.

Students will take what they learned to represent their innovator and legacy in a creative way.
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MARINE SCIENCE

Marie Tharp Robert Fulton
1952 1807

Produced the first scientific map of the Daveloped the first succossful
Atlantke Ocean commercial steamboal service,

Mapped the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. Helped launch the era of powered
watercraft,

GUESS WHO
LESSON PLAN .
@ (@ 5 ! _( ® §@ ‘ )‘ Sylvia Barle, Ph.D. Frederick Otis Barton Jr, ge I e b*rati n g
\ 2 '(ﬁ \‘l:d”ﬁn JIM suit to descend 1,250 foet and ::::amam-m \/ m e r I ca n
A / 'l? hokds therecord for deepest untethered dive, | submarsiles, the Dathysphere Y

£ e i = Innovation

MARINE SCIENCE
MARINE SCIENCE

\




Planetarium Show
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Celebrating American Innovation Show

Resource guides are on our webpage and are organized by:

4-minutes - .mp4
To play prior to regular guest shows as a trailer

Watch Now!
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Addie Bouck,
Program Coordinator,
America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission
History Colorado
Denver, CO
addie.bouck@state.co.us



AMERICA 250 | COLORADO 150

Getting Involved

You're part of something big.
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COLORADO IN 2026

AMERICA America's 250th:

SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

Colorado’s 150th:

SESQUICENTENNIAL

Colorado’s
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COLORADO IN 2026

AMERICA America’s 250th:
220 SEMIQUINGENTENNIAL
Colorado’s 150th:
SESQUICENTENNIAL
Colorado’s

SESQUISEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission
e 21 Commissioners
e Statewide Advisory Panel
e Housed at our states historical society: History Colorado
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COLORADO IN 2026

America's 250th:

SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

Colorado’s 150th:

SESQUICENTENNIAL

Colorado’s

SESQUISEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission
e 21 Commissioners
e Statewide Advisory Panel
e Housed at our states historical society: History Colorado
[
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THAT MADE US

Our story was never inevitable. We shaped it at every turn.

Moments That Made US (MTMU) is a free, customizable,
print-on-demand exhibition exploring the ideals at the heart
of the Declaration of Independence through moments in our

history that have defined their meaning.




EXHIBITION OVERVIEW

21 panels provided panels, including:

The panels are designed to be modular, so organizations can
choose to display some or all of the provided panels, and
adding local content i1s optional.

(1) Intro panel

(5) Theme panels

(15) National historic “‘moments” panels

(2) Customizable panels for the optional addition of local
content



EXHIBITION CONTENT

AMERICA

PLTR Five theme panels:

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness

Consent of the governed

Created equal

Free and Independent States

We mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor

O WM —

Each theme panel comes with 3 historic moments for a total of
15 content panels
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‘American homes after the Boston Te:

ea Party, when
the Sons of Liberty dumped 92,000 pounds of British
teainto the Boston Harbor on December 16, 1773.

Patriotic plots stirred in Boston's coffee houses,
lonark Ad: nd Paul

Copper coffee pots appeared in many more

BOSTON
TEA PARTY

Tablezpoon

Revere strategized for independence. A silversmith

by profession, Revere's spoons also stirred
.

their coffes

No Taxation

With
Representation

Colonists wers weary of the
constant waves of tax increases
the British imposed to pay for the
Seven Years' War with France. First
came a sug; in 1764, then the
Stamp Act i 1765 Then fva mora
taxes, levied on everyday goods in
1767 and '68. With the cost of living
soaring a resounding cry united
many: No taxation without
representation. Colonists had no
member of Parliament to advocate
for their interests. This motto rallied
the Sons of Liberty to orchestrate
the Boston Tea Party.

“This Destruction of the Tea is so
bold, so daring... it must have so
important Consequences, and so
lasting, that | cant but consider it
as an Epocha in History.”

“Tea must be universally renounced.”

~—Johe Adams, latter to Abigail Adams, 174

Save Your
Money and
Save Your

Country!

Women in colonial America made
their own patriotic protests in the
1760s and '70s. This Homespun
Movement began in 1767
encouraging colonists to
from buying British goods and
instead products made in
America. The Daughters of Liberty
organized spinning bees for groups
of women to make thread or yam
together as early as 1769, Since
social custom barred women from
gathering with men in coffee houses
1o organize the Revolution, they
met over home-brewed coffee or
their household mending to sow
their patriotic spirit.

“The Ladies... are.
contributing to bring about
the political Salvation of a
whole continent.”

World Turned
Upslde Down

Not everyane in the colonies was
slurping coffee and spouting
revolution. Between 15 and 30
percent of people living in British
North America ned loyal to
the Crown through the 1770s. Often,
loyalists were those who had the
most tolose if America broke away
They were merchants, importers,
government officials, and
clergymen, among others. Most
colonists considered themselves
English, not American, until the
Seven Years' War and the taxes that
followed. For these loyalists, a
revolution seemed less like fightin
forindependence and more like
civil war,

“I will not raise my hand against
my Sovereign nor will | draw my
sword against my Country.”

Western women led the movement for the
Nineteenth Amendment.
o

npl % vota the

men like Ellis Meredith led the effor

and then focused
nationwide. Thanu
ed many Ameri
ght to vote,

Black women were leaders in the
suffrage campaign in Colorado,
where they had better access to

voting than African Americans in
other parts of the country,
particularly in the South. Elizabeth
Piper Ensley, a Black woman and
former professor at Howard
University, was the Treasurer of
the Colorado Non-Partisan Equal
Suffrage Association in 1893. She
worked to persuade Black men
and women to support the
campaign. Ensley later became the
Denver correspondent of The
Woman's Era, a Boston-based
newspaper published by and for
Black women.

“Among the many objections met
during our suffrage campaign,

were that the best women would not

vote...The best women have been the

ones most interested.”

1

il ll )I
S

“The vote is an indefinable something
that makes you part of the plan of the
world. It means the same to women
that it does to men.

The liquor and brewing industries
feared that a large block of
women voters would provide the
push necessary to tip the nation
to Prohibition. C
were nothing new in America, but
amid a national drinking binge
that saw alcohol consumption
rates skyrocket into the early
1900, women were bearing an
unequal share of alcohols social

aimed squarelyat this issue, and

the Womenis Christian Temperance

Union, one of the largest and
strongest political organizations.
in the country, led the charge
towards national Prohibition,
which began in 1920.

s to ban booze

Leading from
the West

Ellis Meradith, a reporter for
Denver's Rocky Mountain News,
served as vice president of
Colorado's Non-Partisan Equal
Suffrage Association in 1893, She
connected with suffrage advocates
nationwide, offering guidance and
encouragement, and traveled to
the Chicago World's Fair to meet
Susan B. Anthony. After Colorado's
landmark victory, Anthony wrote,
“Oh how glad | am that at last we
have knocked out our first state by
the popular vote.” Meredith's
leadership helped tum Colorada
into a suffrage trailblazer, inspiring
ather states tofollow ts example.

“If Colorado goes for woman's
suffrage, you may count on a
landslide in that direction
throughout the West."

THAT MADE 5

Women’s Vote - Free and
Independent States

Image of the Declaration of
Independence

Boston Tea Party - Consent of
the Governed



Access the exhibition now at:

&) EXHIBITION DISTRIBUTION el oo u e st
State Partners:
220

e Exhibition was developed by a multi-state exhibition team

e [tisnow being distributed by our partners throughout the US

e Many of our distribution partners are adding state specific
content

If you are interested in becoming a partner, please let me know!

Engagement across the United States:

e Asof early June, there have been more than 500 organizations
and individuals who have accessed the Moments That Made
US exhibition

e 34 statesandin D.C.

e Libraries, community centers, museums, schools and more
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e OTHER NATIONAL INITIATIVES AMERICA'S

nD
America’s Potluck
AMERICA A national initiative originating in Utah that is planning potlucks

S0 around the US on July 5th, 2026. JULY 5, 2026

7
A

e Website: https://america250.utah.gov/americaspotluck/

Sharing the Spirit of America
Organized by Hawaii's America 250 Commission, Americans across the world - from the Caribbean,
across North America, to the western edge of the Pacific - will simultaneously read the Declaration of
Independence. Start time is based on 6pm (EDT), July 8, 2026

e Website: https:/hawaiiamerica250.org/sharing-the-spirit-of-america

Light to Unite
The National Flag Foundation asks all of America, to the extent possible, to light red, white, and blue on
July 4th, 2026 as a national evening of unity to celebrate our nation's 250th Birthday.

e Website: https:/nationalflagfoundation.org/light-to-unite/

National and Statewide Calendars
e America250 national calendar: https://america250.org/calendar/?view=map&date=allFutureEvents

e State commission’s local calendars - states are very active!
o Colorado's: https//www.colorado.com/am250-col150-events




Resources, Reminders and
Q&A



NISE Network Related Resources

Learn more at nisenet.org/america250

AMERICA

250
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Resources & Opportunities

Learn more and access
the NISE Network’s online
digital resources
nisenet.org/browse-topic

Read our monthly newsletter
NISE .
"% nisenet.org/newsletter

NEWSLETTER

tes NISE  Past Recordings of Online Workshops
nisenet.org/online-workshop-recordings

WORKSHOPS

Follow NISE Net on social networking
nisenet.org/social

Ofinks XX £,




See you next time! s94] NISE
Upcoming Online Workshops... ONLINE

WORKSHOPS

Tuesdays; 2pm-3pm Eastern /
11lam-12pm Pacific

July 21st: Practical Approaches to
Immersive Digital Experiences in Museums

August 11th: Ready for Roman - Resources
for Celebrating the Launch of NASA’s
Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope

Learn more and register at nisenet.org/events
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