
 

Today’s Presenters: 
● Catherine McCarthy, PhD, NISE Network Director, Arizona State University
● Analisa Duran, PhD, Knight Vice President, Science Education, Frost Science, 

Miami, FL  
● Addie Bouck, Program Coordinator, America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission  

History Colorado, Denver, CO

NISE Network Online Workshop
America at 250 - Just in time resources you can use at 
science centers and children's museums
June 9, 2026

Welcome! As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please… 
Introduce yourself! Type your name, institution, and location into the Chat Box

Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Chat Box at any time throughout the webinar. A selection of questions from the chat and workshop 
registration will be read aloud by moderators for presenters to answer during the Q&A.



Learn more and register at nisenet.org/events

Tuesdays; 2pm-3pm Eastern / 
11am-12pm Pacific

See you next time!
Upcoming Online Workshops… 

● July 21st: Practical Approaches to 

Immersive Digital Experiences in Museums

● August 11th: Ready for Roman - Resources 

for Celebrating the Launch of NASA’s 

Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope



● Catherine McCarthy, NISE Network
 Overview of America at 250 Resources

● Analisa Duran, Frost Science
 Celebrating American Innovation Poster Exhibition, 

Planetarium Show, and Resources
 

● Addie Bouck, History Colorado
 Moments That Made US Customizable Exhibition Panels

Agenda



Catherine McCarthy
NISE Network Director

Arizona State University
cmccarthystem@gmail.com



America 250 
Semiquincentennial 
This historic milestone is an opportunity to

● Pause and reflect on our nation’s past, 
● Honor the contributions of all Americans, and 
● Look ahead toward the future we want to create 

Content 
● The 250th anniversary is not just about 1776 

and the Revolutionary War 
● It is an opportunity to share all of America’s history, beginning well 

before the Declaration of Independence and continuing to today
Timing

● Celebrations will continue well beyond July 4th, 2026 
lasting for the next several years

Today we are sharing resources to help 
you create experiences and tell the stories you want to share

Learn more at 
nisenet.org/america250

Photo by Brandon Mowinkel on Unsplash 



National Initiatives

America250 
Nonpartisan federal initiative commissioned by Congress in 2015
● https://america250.org/

State and Territories Commissions
Connect with your state or territory commission 
In some states, each county also has a local commission

● https://america250.org/state-and-territory-commissions/

● American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)
https://aaslh.org/programs/250th
(Choose State Commissions in left navigation menu)



National Initiatives
American Association for 
State and Local History (AASLH) 

Making History at 250: 
The Field Guide for the Semiquincentennial (2021)

● Broad themes:
○ Unfinished Revolutions
○ Power of Place
○ We the People
○ American Experiment
○ Doing History

250th Anniversary Program Handbook (2024) 

● Features low-cost program ideas and practical 
suggestions specifically geared towards smaller 
organizations

Create a free account to download
https://www.aaslh.org/programs/250th/

Many other resources on this website



Citizen Science Month

In April SciStarter invited all people in America to 
embrace their inner scientist, involve every 
community, inspire scientific discovery, and 
imagine a better future. Citizen science is a way 
for anyone and everyone to take part in science 
and imagine a better future.

https://scistarter.org/citizensciencemonth

National Initiatives



Science across America

● STAR Net library network is offering a digital map where you and your 
visitors can add scientific achievements from your state/territory

● Free physical map and stickers to celebrate local science
● Libraries (and museums who participated in this webinar) can register 

to receive free materials here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LC56BF3 

● Cohort 2 applications are open - will receive free resources, with only 
optional reporting requirements

● https://community.starnetlibraries.org/join-science-across-america-co
hort-2-free-resources-and-no-requirements/

National Initiatives

Learn more at 
nisenet.org/america250



COSI American Innovations Kit

● https://cosi.org/connects/kits/american-innovation-kit.php

National Initiatives

Featured in our 2025 
workshop 

You can see the recording 
with a presentation by 

Stephen White from COSI 
at 

nisenet.org/america250



PBS Film 

● THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
Six-part film started airing in November 16, 2025
PBS member stations have 
community engagement activities around the film
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-american-revolution/

● Community engagement multi-year effort
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6_GcN7ShbSBqD6wMMuQQ0Fw3DvCAGCeVWQwzA6sZaHNI3tQ/viewform

● Education resources
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe11Gf-9bGsZV_h0EZx5CndAxkCF6NtDPhB3hjQrEiiRkzulg/viewform

National Initiatives

Learn more at 
nisenet.org/america250



Hosting a Wish Wall

In person wish walls
Invite people to contribute to our shared story, 
in our local communities. 
https://thecivicseason.com/wish-walls

Made By Us has created a detailed host guide 
with examples and graphics
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B_JyXOlzlEKcq25cEPwtC
iPUlW-Bezg-J_iPOcy6ZO4/edit?usp=sharing

Programming Ideas

Wish Wall photo collage courtesy of Made By Us

Digital versions
My Wish for U.S. created Made By Us
https://www.mywishforus.com/

OnOur250th.org created Made By Us
https://www.onour250th.org/



Time capsules - personal or community

● American Museum of Natural History ArcheOLogy ideas for personal time capsules
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/archaeology/create-your-own-time-capsule2

● Library of Congress advice for community time capsules
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/resources/educational/timecapsule/

Host a Birthday Party
● Great for even very young children

Commemorative tree plantings
● National Wildlife Federation Trees for Wildlife Event Planning Guide

https://www.nwf.org/Trees-for-Wildlife/Get-Involved/Request-Trees/Plan-an-Event

Programming Ideas
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Making and Creativity
● Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 

National collaboration showcasing the importance of the 
handmade and celebrating the diversity of craft that defines America
https://www.handwork2026.org

● Making resources 
https://www.nisenet.org/making

Sharing local history and personal stories 
● Documenting oral histories, collaborating with a local historical society
● StoryCorps DIY advice https://diy.storycorps.org/ 
● Oral history best practices https://oralhistory.org/best-practices/

Creating a location-based tour with audio and images
● Clio free platform https://theclio.com/
● Clio free mobile app is free in iTunes and Google Play
● Learn more https://theclio.com/about

Programming Ideas



Imagining our Future 
● NISE Network Futures thinking activities 

https://www.nisenet.org/society

Civics Programs
● iCivics resources https://vision.icivics.org/
● Civic Learning Week resources https://civiclearningweek.org/
● Educating for American Democracy

https://www.educatingforamericandemocracy.org/
● Exploring Civics through Historic Spaces: 

A Model for Civic Learning at Museums, Historic Sites, 
and Cultural Institutions from the Intrepid Museum
https://intrepidmuseum.org/exploring-civics-through-historic-spaces-model-civic-learning-museums-historic-sites-cultural

Programming Ideas

Learn more at 
nisenet.org/america250



Analisa Duran, PhD, 
Knight Vice President, 

Science Education, 
Frost Science in Miami, FL
aduran@frostscience.org
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Project Overview

In honor of the semiquincentenial, we are highlighting 

250 American scientists, innovators, and engineers in 

the fields of marine science, paleontology and natural 

history, astronomy, and flight through the following:

Poster exhibit 

Passport

Resource guide

Lesson plans for grades 6-12

Planetarium show (4 minutes)



Poster Specs

Total number of posters: 25 (24x36)

Total sq. ft.: Approximately 3,440 (sizes vary)



Sample Poster



Sample Illustrations



Disciplines and Themes



Introduction 
Poster



Marine Science
Breaking the Surface and Connecting Cultures

Powered Vessels

Mapping Oceans 

Exploring the Deep

Ocean Stewardship and Protection

From early navigation, mapping, and seafaring technologies to modern tools like Scuba, 

submersibles, and remotely operated vehicles, American innovation has pushed the boundaries 

of ocean exploration. These technologies can be traced to foundational exploration methods 

developed by cultures around the world. Here, we highlight the connections between American 

innovation and the rich, global history of ocean exploration. 

Sections/Themes

5 posters
Approx. 220 sq. ft.



Marine Science



Marine Science



Astronomy
Earthbound Observations to Interstellar Exploration

Observing the universe from Earth

Leaving Earth

Public engagement with science 

American space exploration began with observing the cosmos from Earth. Tools such as radio 

astronomy observatories, telescopes, and planetariums have allowed us to learn about the 

universe safely from the ground.  American ingenuity has also driven major advances in how we 

explore space by taking humankind to the Moon and the International Space Station, sending 

rovers to far away planets, and even taking photos of black holes. Here, we explore the 

individuals who contributed to space exploration, with emphasis on innovative tools used from 

Earth and beyond.

Sections/Themes

6 posters
64 sq. ft.



Astronomy



Astronomy



Aeronautics & Flight
What it Takes to be Airborne 

Understanding motion and forces

Engineering the sky

Making flight a global system 

How did we become airborne, and how did flight change the way we experience the world? From 

the laws of physics to bold inventions and creative problem-solving, humanity’s path to flight 

transformed how we travel, communicate, and connect. Driven in part by the ingenuity and 

engineering feats of American scientists, this journey led to a more global and connected society.

Sections/Themes

5 posters
168 sq. ft.



Aeronautics & Fight 



Aeronautics & Fight 



Human Health
Collaboration in Healthcare

Patient–Provider Partnerships

Peer Connection & Mutual Support

Community Voice & Experience

In healthcare, human connection matters at every level: from the relationship between patients 

and doctors to the collaborative work behind new treatments, medical equipment, and 

discoveries. Across American history, scientists working together have developed vaccines, 

improved blood transfusions and transplants, and transformed lives.

Sections/Themes

4 posters
120 sq. ft.



Human Health



Paleontology
The Puzzle of Earth’s Past

Breaking Ground on Discovery 

Imagining Earth’s past

How emerging technologies can help us understand past discoveries 

From uncovering new fossils to developing technologies that deepen our understanding of the 

past, the story of natural history is one of exploration and collaboration across centuries. 

American innovation has helped identify new frontiers in natural history, paving the way for new 

ways of seeing, studying, and rediscovering our planet’s past. 

Sections/Themes

4 posters
112 sq. ft.



Paleontology



Optional: Provide opportunities for visitors to engage further with this 

interactive activity guide 

Available to be edited to align with your institution. Printing costs not included. 



Logstistics



How to Credit Frost Science
We will provide an introduction poster which provides and overview of the exhibit and credits 

Frost Science. 

Option 1:

Place the introduction poster at least once alongside poster exhibit.

Option 2: 

Include the below copy at least once alongside the poster exhibit. 

This exhibit was curated and designed by the Phillip and Patricia 

Frost Museum of Science in Miami, Florida. Learn more at 

frostscience.org/america250.



Packages Available
Option 1: Posters as-is
All posters as is along with additional assets. This includes:

1 Introduction poster (24x36)

24 content posters (24x36)

Suite of logos and illustrations 

Option 2: Graphics and Assets to Build-your-own
All poster exhibit assets for teams to use however. Organizations may resize or edit assets as 

needed. This includes the .ai working files of the poster assets.



Resource 

Guide



250 American Scientists and Innovators
Resource guides are on our webpage and are organized by:

All 250 individuals

Discipline

Timelines



Lesson Plan



Stars of Science 
Students will play a game exploring American scientists, engineers, and innovators and their 

landmark discoveries or inventions. They will then delve deeper into the work of an innovator of 

their choice to see how their work has influenced discoveries and inventions around the world. 

Students will take what they learned to represent their innovator and legacy in a creative way.

Grades 6-12
Considerations for  
grades K-5



Planetarium Show



Celebrating American Innovation Show
Resource guides are on our webpage and are organized by:

4-minutes - .mp4

To play prior to regular guest shows as a trailer

Watch Now!

 



Addie Bouck, 
Program Coordinator, 

America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission  
History Colorado

Denver, CO
addie.bouck@state.co.us



You’re part of something big. 

John Fielder, Sunlight Basin, Weminuche Wilderness
History Colorado, 2023.1.1770

America 250  |  Colorado 150

Getting Involved



Colorado in 2026

John Fielder, Colorado Trail Columbines
History Colorado, USE.259.12

Semiquincentennial 

Sesquicentennial  

America’s 250th:

Colorado’s 150th:

Colorado’s 

Sesquisemiquincentennial  



Colorado in 2026

John Fielder, Colorado Trail Columbines
History Colorado, USE.259.12

America’s 250th:

Colorado’s 150th:

Colorado’s 

Semiquincentennial 

Sesquicentennial  

Sesquisemiquincentennial  

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission 
● 21 Commissioners 
● Statewide Advisory Panel 
● Housed at our states historical society: History Colorado
● am250co150.org  



Colorado in 2026

John Fielder, Colorado Trail Columbines
History Colorado, USE.259.12

Semiquincentennial 

Sesquicentennial  

Sesquisemiquincentennial  

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission 
● 21 Commissioners 
● Statewide Advisory Panel 
● Housed at our states historical society: History Colorado
● am250co150.org  

13 Signature Initiatives Community Resources 

America’s 250th:

Colorado’s 150th:

Colorado’s 



John Fielder, Snowy Mountain Range in Kebler Pass
History Colorado, 2023.1.190

Print On Demand Exhibition: 
MOments that Made US 

AMerica 250 | Colorado 150 



Moments That Made US (MTMU) is a free, customizable, 
print-on-demand exhibition exploring the ideals at the heart 
of the Declaration of Independence through moments in our 

history that have defined their meaning.



21 panels provided panels, including: 

● (1) Intro panel
● (5) Theme panels
● (15) National  historic “moments” panels
● (2) Customizable panels for the optional addition of local 

content 

The panels are designed to be modular, so organizations can 
choose to display some or all of the provided panels, and 
adding local content is optional.

Exhibition Overview



Five theme panels: 

1. Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
2. Consent of the governed
3. Created equal
4. Free and Independent States
5. We mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 

and our sacred Honor

Each theme panel comes with 3 historic moments for a total of 
15 content panels

Exhibition Content 



Image of the Declaration of 
Independence 

Boston Tea Party - Consent of 
the Governed 

Women’s Vote - Free and 
Independent States  



State Partners:
● Exhibition was developed by a multi-state exhibition team 
● It is now being distributed by our partners throughout the US
● Many of our distribution partners are adding state specific 

content 
If you are interested in becoming a partner, please let me know! 

Engagement across the United States: 
● As of early June, there have been more than 500 organizations 

and individuals who have accessed the Moments That Made 
US exhibition

● 34 states and in D.C. 
● Libraries, community centers, museums, schools and more 

Exhibition Distribution
Access the exhibition now at: 

https://www.historycolorado.org/initiative-exhibiti
on-for-community-organizations 



John Fielder, Snowy Mountain Range in Kebler Pass
History Colorado, 2023.1.190

Other National Initiatives
AMerica 250 | Colorado 150 



Other National Initiatives
America’s Potluck 
A national initiative originating in Utah that is planning potlucks 
around the US on July 5th, 2026.

● Website: https://america250.utah.gov/americaspotluck/ 

Sharing the Spirit of America
Organized by Hawaii’s America 250 Commission, Americans across the world - from the Caribbean, 
across North America, to the western edge of the Pacific - will simultaneously read the Declaration of 
Independence. Start time is based on 6pm (EDT), July 8, 2026

● Website: https://hawaiiamerica250.org/sharing-the-spirit-of-america 

Light to Unite 
The National Flag Foundation asks all of America, to the extent possible, to light red, white, and blue on 
July 4th, 2026 as a national evening of unity to celebrate our nation's 250th Birthday. 

● Website: https://nationalflagfoundation.org/light-to-unite/

National and Statewide Calendars 
● America250 national calendar: https://america250.org/calendar/?view=map&date=allFutureEvents

 
● State commission’s local calendars - states are very active!

○ Colorado’s: https://www.colorado.com/am250-co150-events 



Resources, Reminders and
Q&A



       Learn more at nisenet.org/america250 

NISE Network Related Resources

Photo by Brandon Mowinkel on Unsplash 



Learn more and access 
the NISE Network’s online 
digital resources        
nisenet.org/browse-topic

Follow NISE Net on social networking
nisenet.org/social

Read our monthly newsletter
nisenet.org/newsletter

Resources & Opportunities

Past Recordings of Online Workshops
nisenet.org/online-workshop-recordings 



Learn more and register at nisenet.org/events

Tuesdays; 2pm-3pm Eastern / 
11am-12pm Pacific

See you next time!
Upcoming Online Workshops… 

● July 21st: Practical Approaches to 

Immersive Digital Experiences in Museums

● August 11th: Ready for Roman - Resources 

for Celebrating the Launch of NASA’s 

Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope



This material is based upon work supported by NASA under cooperative agreement award 
number 80NSSC22M0122. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations 
expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

Thank You


