
Welcome! 

Today’s presenters are:
• Ross Johnston, Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium, FL
• Eron Damercy & Stephen Weisenreder, 

Rochester Museum & Science Center, NY
• Elizabeth Nuckols, ECHO, Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, VT
• Josh Sarver, Center of Science and Industry (COSI), OH

As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please: 
Introduce yourself! Type your name, institution, and location into the Chat Box
Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Chat Box at any time throughout the webinar or use 
the raise your hand function in the participants list and we’ll unmute your microphone.

Today’s discussion will be recorded and shared on nisenet.org at: nisenet.org/events/online-workshop

NISE Net Online Workshop
Museum school outreach and fields trips in 
the time of COVID uncertainty
Tuesday, September 29, 2020

http://www.nisenet.org/events/online-workshop


Stephen Weisenreder & Eron Damercy

Rochester Museum and Science Center
Rochester, NY 



Curiosity Club at the RMSC
Who: Children in grades 1-8

What: Supervised virtual learning and homework help, STEM 
enrichment activities, exhibit exploration, science shows, 
COVID-friendly games and activities 

Where: Socially-distanced classrooms with WiFI and 
individual workstations, flex spaces for games/enrichment, 
and Museum exhibits/presentation spaces

When: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (extended care available) 
Monday-Friday *Program runs September-December but will 
remain open in spring 2021 if schools continue to use 
hybrid/virtual model

Why: To provide a safe, supportive learning environment for 
children with working families, fill gaps in demand for in-
person Museum programs, and situate the RMSC as a 
valuable community asset



Curiosity Club by the 
Numbers

Unique Registrants: 132

Daily Registrations: 2467

Average Daily Attendance: 45



Everyone is Welcome at 
Curiosity Club!

Scholarships & Free Meals
● $44,000 provided by private foundation for students to attend Curiosity Club
● Applicants are eligible for a full scholarship if they receive SNAP benefits -

quick & easy application
● Students receive as many days coverage & Extended Care as needed 

allowing RMSC staff to develop long-term relationships with students and 
make a lasting impact

● 27 Scholarship students (15-20% of registrants)
● Local food bank providing free breakfast & lunch for ALL club participants

Inclusive & Supported Learning
● Participants include students with IEP/504 plans, neurodivergent students, 

students with ADD/ADHD, sensory processing disorder, and Club can 
accommodate private lessons/therapy

● Club participants are in groups of 15 or less, providing lots of opportunities for 
personalized support

● Variety of learning spaces, materials, and staff/volunteers with diverse 
educational experience



Elizabeth Nuckols
Youth Programs Manager









Josh Sarver
Vice President of Exhibits & Programs







4 Types - Community Events

SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS



Science is Everywhere







60 Events – 4 Days –
100K Impacted



DIGITAL IMPLEMENTATION





Strategy

Virtual Camp COSI Experiences
Fun Experiences that Deliver
Science. 
Education. 
Career Awareness. 





















PHYSICAL IMPLEMENTATION



An Innovative Partnership:
Feeding Hungry Lives
Feeding Hungry Minds

A Bold Distance Learning Model During COVID-
19 To Inspire Underserved Youth in STEM










Phase I







WHAT IS IN THE BOX? 
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• Monday – Build an 
Electromagnet

• Tuesday – Rockets  
• Wednesday – Build a 

Moon Base 
• Thursday – Impact 

Craters
• Friday – Parachute

SPECTACULAR 
SPACE



STEM is important now more than ever for our youth 
and together we will help develop the next Artemis 
generation.



WATER NATURE SPACE ENERG
Y

ENGINEERING

DINOSHEALTH
LIMITED EDITION 

HYPERLOOP

EIGHT THEMED KITS 





Josh Sarver
Vice President of Exhibits & Programs



Workshop Overview 

• Ross Johnston, Mote Marine 
Laboratory & Aquarium, FL 8 min

• Elizabeth Nuckols, ECHO, Leahy Center 
for Lake Champlain, VT 8 min

• Eron Damercy & Stephen 
Weisenreder, Rochester Museum & 
Science Center, NY 8 min

• Josh Sarver, Center of Science and 
Industry (COSI), OH 8 min

• Ali Jackson – Sciencenter & NISE 
Network – 5 min

• Share-out, discussion, Q/A – 20 min

Image Credit: Lawrence Hall of Science



COVID-19 NISE Network Resources

• Museum reopening resources 
(ACM, ASTC, AZA, IMLS, Dome 
Dialogues and more)

• Coronavirus resources (CDC, 
NIH, Johns Hopkins and more)

• NISE Network Online 
Workshops

• Viruses and Coronavirus videos 
and activities for the public

• Resources for digital public 
engagement 

• Evaluation and research 
resources

https://www.nisenet.org/coronavirus
https://www.nisenet.org/athome

https://www.nisenet.org/coronavirus
https://www.nisenet.org/athome


How to Participate in the Share-Out

How to talk

• Raise your hand

• Keep yourself muted

• Keep the conversation constructive 

• Reminder that today’s session is 

being recorded

How to chat

• Enter your comments and 
questions into the chat box



Discussion Topics from RSVP Form

• What does HANDS-ON look like this year? How do we remain inquiry-
based, interactive, and engaging? Anything happening in-person?

• Partnering with schools and teachers: How are museums marketing and 
communicating their virtual options and how can we support what 
teachers are doing to enhance the remote or physical distanced learning 
this year? 

• Live versus pre-recorded: Benefits? Challenges?

• How do we continue to include volunteers, SMEs, grad students, other 
facilitators?

• How do we determine pricing and what other financial models are 
museums exploring?

• What about pre-K?



Upcoming NISE Network
Online Workshops

Online Workshop: The Science Behind the 
2020 Explore Science: Earth and Space 
Toolkit B – Virtual Tour of a NASA MoonLab
Tuesday, October 13, 2020
2pm-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Online Workshop: Moon Adventure Game -
An introduction to a new challenge-based 
game for science and children's museums
Tuesday, October 27, 2020
2pm-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Learn more at nisenet.org/events

Image credit: NASA



Learn more and access the 
NISE Network’s online digital resources

nisenet.org

Get Involved 

Follow NISE Net on social networking
nisenet.org/social

Subscribe to the 
monthly newsletter
nisenet.org/newsletter

Continue the online 
conversation
bit.ly/nisenetryver



This material is based upon work supported by NASA under cooperative agreement award numbers NNX16AC67A and 
80NSSC18M0061. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

Thank You
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