
Welcome!  Today’s presenters are:

Rae Ostman, Arizona State University
David Horwitz, American Chemical Society
David Sittenfeld, Museum of Science
Ali Jackson, Sciencenter

As we wait to get started with today’s discussion, please: 

• Update your display name. Include your first and last names, and institution or ACS local section

• Introduce yourself! Type your name and institution or ACS local section into the Chat Box 

• Questions? Feel free to type your questions into the Chat Box at any time throughout the online 
workshop or use the raise your hand function in the participants list and we’ll unmute your 
microphone

All workshops are recorded and archived online at http://www.nisenet.org/event-type/online-workshop

NISE Network Online Workshop
Explore Science: Let’s Do Chemistry Kit & Celebrate
National Chemistry Week (October 21-27, 2018)!
Tuesday, September 11, 2018

http://www.nisenet.org/event-type/online-workshop


Let’s Do Chemistry Kit 
& Celebrate National Chemistry Week

Online Workshop



Overview

• Let’s Do Chemistry Project Overview

• National Chemistry Week Resources

• Let’s Do Chemistry Partner Events

• Let’s Do Chemistry Kit & Resources

• Questions





National community of informal 
educators and scientists that supports 
learning about science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM) across 
the United States.

International professional society 
that empowers its members to 
advocate for chemistry, elevate 
their career potential, expand 
their networks, inspire future 
generations, and improve the 
scientific understanding of all 
people.



Let’s Do Chemistry is a 
collaboration of educators, 
chemists, science communicators, 
and researchers.

Project partners



The project aims to have a strategic 
impact on publics’ attitudes toward 
chemistry, by increasing their:
• interest in chemistry, 
• understanding and perception of 

its relevance, and 
• feelings of self-efficacy with 

respect to it. 

Project goals



American Chemical Society

Leverage the Energy of 
National Chemistry Week
and ACS Local Sections for 
your Let’s Do Chemistry kit
David C. Horwitz, Program Manager

ACS Office of Science Outreach

D_Horwitz@acs.org



NCW Background

• Celebrated annually during the fourth week of October

• National Chemistry Week (NCW) unites ACS local sections, student 
chapters, technical divisions, businesses, schools, and science 
enthusiasts in communicating the importance of chemistry to the public at 
the local, national, and global levels to make a positive change in the 
public's impression of chemistry.

American Chemical Society 9



Are you planning a chemistry event during 
National Chemistry Week, October 21-27?

American Chemical Society 10



NCW Background

• Kit Recipients from NISE Net – Your greatest NCW resource is your ACS 
Local Section NCW Coordinator!

• NCW 2017
– 81% of local sections participated

– 163,750 issues of the Celebrating Chemistry were distributed

– 77% of participating local sections ordered and distributed NCW swag

• NCW 2018 (as of 9/4/18)
– 156 of 185 ACS local sections have an official NCW Coordinator

– Expecting local sections to interact with more than 100k event attendees

American Chemical Society 11



NCW Background

American Chemical Society 12

The New York Local Section teams up with 
19 universities and nonprofit organizations 
to host an annual NCW event at the New 
York Hall of Science for 1,200 attendees



NCW Background

American Chemical Society 13

The Northeast Tennessee 
Local Section works with 
Eastman Chemical to provide 
1,400 students a day of 
chemistry



NCW Background

American Chemical Society 14

The Puget Sound Local Section 
teams up a local student chapter to 
visit 23 middle school classrooms



NCW Background

American Chemical Society 15

The Permian Basin Local Section works 
with three high school ChemClubs to host 
tables of activities at the local mall and 
during the annual homecoming float 
parade



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 16

• Contact your Local Section NCW Coordinator today!
• www.ncwlookup.acs.org

• If you would like a personal introduction, contact outreach@acs.org.



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 17

• Educational Resources
• Science Safety Guidelines
• Articles and activities (categorized by grade level)
• Webinars
• Videos

www.acs.org/ncw



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 18

• Other ACS Educational Resources (not NCW themed)
• The Best of WonderScience - over 600 hands-on activities

• Print copy available for purchase in ACS Online Store
• Inquiry in Action (www.inquiryinaction.org)

• Free digital copy available online
• Print copy available for purchase in ACS Online Store

www.acs.org/ncw



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 19

• Digital Celebrating Chemistry
• In English and Spanish
• Past editions available

www.acs.org/ncw



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 20

• Illustrated Poem Contest
• Work with your ACS local section to host a contest
• National prizes - $300 for first-place and $150 for second-place winners
• Suggestion - use table at NCW event for writing and illustrating poems

www.acs.org/ncw



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 21

• Promotional Items
• Stickers, tattoos, pencils, balloons, bags available in ACS Online Store
• Given to local sections for free or at discounted price



NCW Resources

American Chemical Society 22

• Graphics
• NCW 2018 Branding Kit - unify your 

content with the theme or general 
celebration with backgrounds, flyers, 
fonts, logos, artwork, social media 
images, and web banners

• Social Media
• #NCW
• #CelebratingChemistry
• Twitter - @ACS_NCW
• Facebook - National Chemistry Week

www.acs.org/ncw



Thank You!

NCW 2018 – October 21-27
Questions? Contact outreach@acs.org



Let’s Do Chemistry 
Partner Events







Symposium at 2019 ACS National 
Meeting in Orlando, Florida!









Preparing Facilitators



Preparing Facilitators



Photo Credit: Alissa Daniels @ Boston Children’s Museum

Connecting to the Yearly Theme



Connecting to the Yearly Theme



Connecting to the Yearly Theme









Thank you!



Let’s Do Chemistry
Kit & Resources

www.nisenet.org/chemistry-kit



Develop positive attitudes toward learning 
chemistry

– Interest: “Chemistry is interesting!”
– Relevance: “Chemistry is connected to my life!”
– Self-efficacy: “I can learn chemistry!”

Learning Goals



Interest
“Chemistry is 
interesting!”



Chemistry is 
Colorful



Relevance
“Chemistry is 

connected to my life!



What’s in the 
Water?



Self-efficacy
“I can learn chemistry!”



Nature of Dye



More about… Less about…
Fun Facts
Confidence Comprehensive knowledge
Excitement Equations
Concrete connections Abstract ideas
Exploring together Explaining to someone
Offering guidance Showing the right way
Asking questions Providing answers

But it’s still all about chemistry! And you have 
an important role as a guide.

Let’s Do Chemistry!



Kit Resources

www.nisenet.org/chemistry-kit



Activity Materials



Advance Preparation & 
Safety



Advance Preparation

Advance preparation 
might include…
…“Open Me First” packet
…event planning
...communicating with 
collaborators
…reviewing videos and doing 
the activities
…dry ice, water, set-up, 
labeling tools and materials



Safety

Safe practices might include…
…labels and SDS for all materials
….goggles or gloves (PPE)
...keeping chemistry materials 
away from mouth, eyes, skin
…disposing of materials properly



Reporting & Evaluation



Questions?



Funded by the National Science Foundation under Award No. 1612482. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or 
recommendations are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation. 

Copyright 2018 Sciencenter, Ithaca, NY. Available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike
license. 



Upcoming Online Workshops

Learn More About the 2019 Explore Science: Earth & 
Space Toolkit

Tuesday, September 18, 2018
2pm-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Celebrate the Moon, Our Nearest Neighbor in Space
Tuesday, October 9, 2018
2pm-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Deepening and Extending Family Engagement and 
Learning Through Interactive Exhibits and Facilitated 
Hands-on Activities

Tuesday, October 23, 2018
2pm-3pm Eastern / 11am-12pm Pacific

Learn more at: nisenet.org/events



http://www.nisenet.org/earthspacekit-apply

Applications Now Open!
Explore Science: Earth & Space 2019 toolkit applications 

are due November 1, 2018



Learn more and access the 
NISE Network’s online digital resources

nisenet.org

Get Involved 

Follow NISE Net on social networking
nisenet.org/social

Subscribe to the monthly newsletter
nisenet.org/newsletter



Thank You

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant Number 
DRL 1612482. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material 
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the National Science Foundation.
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